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The Death of Socrates
The trail and death of Socrates comparatively build an iconic circumstance in western civilization. During the 399 BCE, the prominent philosopher appeared before an Athenian judge to answer serious charges. The charges included subversion of the youths of the city and impiety. The views that still live today were created by close followers, Xenophon, and Plato who contributed to exuberant pieces of art and literature because they were valuable men who deiced to put their lips to a poisonous cup that contained hemlock. Socrates was sentenced to death 
Robbin Waterfield new these myths and decided to investigate the real Greek sources and demonstrated in his book “why Socrates Died” he presents a new Socrates by separating the legend and the man himself. As Waterfield pens down the story the charges of corrupting you men of Athens and impiety were strong enough to subject one to a death sentence, however, the juries accused Socrates of more than that. Waterfield (2010) adds that the prosecutors claimed that Socrates was more than just a guru of a troublesome sect, and an atheist and an elitist enriched with politically discorded characters, and he was the man behind the mentoring of those people who were responsible for defeat during the Peloponnesian war. Waterfield writes that the claims of the prosecutors were not without substance, for Xenophon and Plato who formed a close company with Socrates. They iodized Socrates as students, while the hawkish, Alcibiades and rudely self-serving general, had caused a brink of military disaster to Athens. As Waterfield conceptually demonstrates using an indulgent historical narrative, there was some substantial truth according to the Athenian perspective to the charges laid upon Socrates. 
The trial of Socrates took part in phases as a suitable response to troubled ages. It was at the time when Athens was healing from a devastating war and facing turbulent social transformations. According to the authorities, Socrates companions were directly linked and deemed as people who were the face of these troubles. Their actions and words judiciously gauged in proper context and sifted as they were not limited to portraying Socrates as a flesh and blood element but also give appropriate medium through which to examine the trial and the entire history of the time. 
The relevance of Waterfield’s adequately elaborated and fascinating book is that he utilizes the death of Socrates to introduce a marvelous picture of the real Athens during the 5th century. His satisfaction is that for one to comprehend the demise of Socrates, one should have a wide comprehension of the city of Athens, its politics, its legal structures, the city’s clever youths, the city’s generation of the rich, the aristocratic culture of partying late in the night and more particularly its war. In a clear view of the Peloponnesian war like a general reader to the book will notice, Waterfield constructs a vivid portrait of a restless, power-hungry democracy that emerged under unbearable pressures via the city’s exhaustive war with Sparta and subjected itself to the mercy of ambitious and unscrupulous politicians (Waterfield, 2010). They were not the least in the setting of the Alcibiades, national traitor, mercurial military commander, fashion icon as well as sexually ravening bon vivant. 
The most crucial reason that led to the condemnation of Socrates, Waterfield argues that was forming alliances with the youthful generation of men who were full of controversies such as the Alcibiades. He expertly draws the probable of anti-democratic leanings in Socrates’s clear demonstration of the most brutal oligarchic movements that swallowed the Athenian city between 404 and 411. Waterfield identifies Critias as a significant bloody figure during the second coup, was mentored by Socrates. In 399 Socrates was an unaccomplished business, he was sore that caused pain to hard restored democracy. That is the primary reason Socrates had to die, writes Waterfield.
The intrigues of Waterfield help in answering the questions that as a class we have been conjuring with the Apology and Crito. Waterfield’s intriguing theory argues that the portrait related to Socrates’s giving himself as the scapegoat. Socrates is used for self-sacrifice to provide the remedy to the wounds of the hurt city-state of Athens. Therefore, the writings of the book are relevant to the questions that we have been answering as highlighted by Waterfield. Additionally, the work of Waterfield provides us with an opportunity to strip away the obstacles that have denied us the chance to understand the real Socrates.
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